
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located 
just east of the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing 
spot to take a break, eat lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master 
Gardener volunteers and Parks employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 
April 2020 Xeric Plant: 

Hens and Chicks or Houseleeks (Sempervivum spp.) 
 

By Sharon Dzilvelis, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 

 
There are many species and cultivars of 
Sempervivum, commonly called Hens 
and Chicks or Houseleeks. Because they 
are a hardy succulent, they have fleshy 
leaves in a rosette shape but vary in the 
size, shape, color, and texture of those 
leaves. Colors can be various shades of 
green, pink, and red and some 
Sempervivum have cobwebbing on    
their leaves! 

Many types of succulents, including 
Sempervivum, are quite popular as 

houseplants. However, Sempervivum are hardy enough to grow outdoors in zones 4-8. They 
are low maintenance plants, requiring very little soil or water, so they’re perfect for sunny rock 
gardens, well-drained, gritty soil, and shallow containers. 

The growth habit is a mother plant (hen) surrounded by child plants (chicks). After three years, 
the mother plant flowers and dies leaving the child plants to grow into the newly created space. 
Sempervivum are quite easy to propagate. Carefully twist a child plant to avoid damage to the 
roots and place in a cactus mix soil. Spray water onto the plant daily, avoiding saturation, until 
the plant is established. 

You can see Sempervivum in the Animal Garden 
of the Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration 
Garden located on the southeast side of the City 
and County Building parking lot at the corner of 
DesCombes Drive and Spader Way.  

AT A GLANCE 
Common Name Hens & Chicks 

Scientific Name Sempervivum spp. 

Height  3-4” 

Width 4-12” 

Hardiness USDA zones 4-8 

Sun  Sun, part shade 

Water Needs low 

How to Use  Rock garden, ground cover, 
containers 


